Oregon Public Meeting Law Complaints
What Are Public Meetings Laws?

Public meeting laws are designed to ensure that governmental meetings are open

and accessible to the public. These laws promote transparency, allowing the
community to stay informed about decisions affecting their lives.

In the 2023 session, the Legislative Assembly passed HB 2805, which gives the
Oregon Government Ethics Commission (OGEC) the authority to enforce Oregon’s
Public Meetings Law [ORS 192.610 TO 192.705].

Public Meetings Law Complaints

Public meeting laws are designed to promote transparency and accountability in
government by requiring that meetings of public bodies are conducted openly
and accessible to the public. When these laws are not followed, individuals may
file complaints alleging violations.

There are mandatory prerequisites for submitting Public Meetings Law
Complaints to OGEC. These prerequisites also apply to executive session
provision complaints. If you fail to satisfy the mandatory prerequisites before
filing your complaint with OGEC, your complaint will be dismissed.

Required Steps to File Complaints:
Step 1: Submit Grievance

Do you believe a public body has violated Public Meetings Law? Before you can
file a complaint with OGEC, you need to submit a written grievance to the public
body at issue. The written grievance needs to include:

1. Date of submission of the grievance.

2. The name and contact information of the person filing the grievance.

3. The date that the alleged violations of the Public Meetings Law
occurred.

4. Adescription of the facts and circumstances of the alleged violation
Of ORS 192.610 — 192.705.



The written grievance must be submitted to the public body within 30 calendar
days of when the alleged violations happened. [OAR 199-050-0070(2)]. Send the
written grievance to the City of Glendale City Manager at
citymanager@cityofglendale.or.com

Step 2: Wait for Response

The public body has 21 calendar days to respond to your written grievance. The

public body’s response should acknowledge the receipt of the written grievance

and address it in one of the following ways:

Deny the facts and circumstances alleged in the grievance. Provide the
public body’s version of events and why those facts are not a violation of
the law

Admit to the facts and circumstances alleged in the grievance, but deny
that they are a violation of the law.

Admit to the faces and circumstances alleged in the grievance and that
they were a violation of the law. Explain the steps the governing body
will take to address the violation.

Once you receive a response from the public body, or if you do not
receive a response within 21 days of filing your grievance, you can move
on to filing a complaint with OGEC. [ORS 1192.705(2)]

Step 3 File Complaint

If you receive a response that satisfies your grievance, you can work with the

public body and do not need to file a complaint.

If you don’t receive a response within 21 days or if you are dissatisfied with

response you received, you can file a complaint with OGEC. To file a complaint

with OGEC, you are required to include documentation that you have completed

the mandatory prerequisites (steps 1 and 2). You can submit a complaint at
Oregon.gov/OGEC,

You must include the following with your complaint:



- A copy of the written grievance.
- A copy of the public body’s response.

If no response was received, an affirmation that you did not receive a response
within the 21- day period. If you fail to satisfy the mandatory prerequisites before
filing your complaint with OGEC, your complaint will be dismissed. [ORS
192.685(3)]



